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In Memoriam Kostas Biris 

1. The presence of builders in the Aegean has been documented 
since the prehistoric era. During this period, the creators of buildings 
were the residents themselves, a fact that has always been a major 
feature of vernacular architecture. ln one of the Early Helladic layers 
of Troy1 as well as in certain Aegean settlements as the one at Thermi 
of the island of Lesbos2 or the ones at Eutresis in Boetia3 and at 
Haghios Kosmas in Attica4 we find a herring-bone stone pattern, which 
gives evidence of skilled builders. The presence of this pattern should 
be considered as part of the construction of the wall and not as an 
additional decorative or morphological element for in certain cases 
it was covered with plaster. 

The importance of the Aegean not only as a cultural cenιer, but · 
also as an area which encouraged the trend of builders' workshops 
is stressed even in popular legends. The Cyclopean walls in Tiryns, 
Mycenae and other locations, were build by Cyclopes, a group of buil­
ders originating from Asia Minor5• 

During the classical era, it is well known that lonia. and the Ae-

1. Dδrpfeld (1902) 
Blegeη a. ο . (1950-58) 
Blegeη (1963) 
Siηos (19?1) 26 

2. Lamb (1936) 
Siηos (19?1) 2? 

3. Goldmaη (1931), pl. 2c 
Siηos (19?1) 30, Abb. ?4 

4. Myloηas (1959) pl. ? 
Siηos (19?1) 31 

5. Geisau (1969) 
Papachatzis, Π {21976) p. 42 η. Ι., p. 196 η. 2 
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gean did not only produce the Ionian style, but were also known for a. 
great number of builders and craftsmen. The island of Samos was the 
birth-place of great craftsω.en and architects, such as Rhoikos and 
Theodoros of the VI cent. Β. C. Although both are considered as pio­
neers, there can be ηο doubt that they folloνved the tracks of a pre­
existing important tradition. Before their era, in Samos, the first pe­
ripteral hellenic temple was built after 670 Β. C. It was the second 
Hecatompedos (Hundred-foot temple), a temple of 100 feet dedicated 
to Hera6 • In Lesbos, a great nuωber of exceptionally skilled ωaster 
builders and stone masons are believed to have flourished since the 
ancient Greeks already knew the special ιιlesbian structure>>7 • In Lesbos 
also was invented one of the three most iωportant Greek architectural 
mouldings, the ιιlesbian ωouldingn8 ; also the ιιloniann ( or egg-and­
dart) ωoulding, the1·efore itself being a product of the saωe region. 
In lonia, and mainly in the island of Samos and the cities of the oppo­
site Asia Minor coastline of Miletos and Ephesos, the greatest lonian 
temples were built in a particular variation of the Ionian style. In Chi­
os and other islands a more particular style was created in the ιιanta.n 
capitals and the base of the antis of the temples. The Parthenon and 
the other monuωents erected during the saωe era, oνve a great deal of 
their perfection to these Ionian crafιsωen. Particularly the Parthenon, 
the most perfect architectural monument in the Doric style, is the 
best example of the Jonian influence. 

2. This paper does not intend to examine the entire group of 
ancient craftsmen or those of the late Byzantine and Medieval era. 
Besides, the anonyωity9 of the craftsmen of Byzantiuω, preserved 
as a result of the Christian worldview, is the reason of the preserva­
tion of only a few names10 • We shall speak of the builders of vernacu-

6. Gruben (1966) 318, fig. 255-257 
7. Aristoteles, Ethica Nikomachea 11, 37, b30 

Orlandos, Π (1968), 127 ff 
8. Weicket (1913), 8 ff 
9. Drandakis (1972) 21 

Pallas (1975-76) 160 η. 5 (cf 106 ff., 142) 

10. ln Olr mria in the ea.lr Cαι~lian baoilioo ο! Phidiao• WO<iαιbor an '"'"''r· 

tion was found with the name of the builder Andreas, who laid the marble 
floor of the church: (: Dittenberger Ι Purgold (1896), col. 673-674, no 
657), between the years 435-451 Α. D. (: Velissariou (1980), p. 166 (cf. 
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lar mσηumeηts iη the Aegeaη. We shall ησt σηly take iηtσ cσηsidera­
tiση the builders whσ were bσrη iη this area, but alsσ thσse whσ wσrked 
ση the Aegeaη islaηds aηd whσ σrigiηated frσm σther areas. 

3. These traditiσηal builders did ησt wσrk as isσlated prσfes­

siσηals. Ιη certaiη areas we fiηd them wσrkiηg iη grσups11 • The causes 
of this grσupiηg are maiηly ecσησmic, althσugh we shσuld ησt exclude 
cultural factσrs . 

The greatest ηumber σf builders and alsσ the mσst active σηes 
lived ση the islaηd σf Karpathos. Α ηumber σf builders frσm several 
villages σf this same islaηd12 has spread thrσughσut the Aegeaη. We 
fiηd them iη Symi, Kalymησs, Crete (fig. 1), s Ίutheasterη Pelσpσηηe­

sσs, Chalkis, Lafkσs at Peliση, Samσs, Ikaria. They travelled ησt σηly 
tσ σther parts σf Greece aηd Asia Μiησr (especially the west cσastliηes, 
regiση σf Aidiηiση, Karia aηd Lykia), but alsσ tσ the Near East aηd 
Persia as well, σr tσ Ethiσpia thrσugh Egypt aηd σther braηched tσ 
Cοηgσ, Sudan aηd tσ the remσte islaηd σf Madagascar. The Karpa­
thiotes apart frσm their capacity as masσηs, practiced all the σther 
specialities iη buildiηgs . Usually, they left the first Suηday fσllσwiηg 
the Otrhσdσx Easter aηd returηed tσ Karpathσs iη Octσber sσ as to 
be there duriηg the periσd σf Sawiηg 13 . 

p. 162 no. 1). In Messene of Peloponnesos we know the name of the scul­
ptor Galenos of the 6th century (?): Orlandos (1969) 124-125. In Mani 
of the South Peloponnesos we have found about the eponymous works 
of the marble mason Nikitas , one of the dating from the year 1075 Α. D. 
(Drandakis, 1972) ; in the same area, near the village of Fragoulia, we read 
the name of the builder <<George the master buildern, in an inscription 
of the middle byzantine period (Drandakis, 1967, 139-141 : Petronotis, 
Maniot Masons (1980) 176). In a church of the town Ainos ip Thrace, we 
know that «Kostis the master builder'' has worked there in the year 1422-
1423 (Samothrakis (1963) 53), as Ι have been informed by the byzantino­
logist Panayotis Velissariou, cf. Petronotis (1984), 14. 

11. Moutsopoulos (1976) 
Petronotis in <<Armoloin (1980), 53 ff 

12. Such as Aperi, Volas, Mesochori, Spoa, Menetai, Pylai, Othos, Arkasa 
(: Wescher Ι Manolakakis , 1878, pp. 39, 40, 42, 43, 44) and 0\umpos (: 
Center of Folklore, Athens Academy, Questionnaire for Agricultural works 
and traditional fires. Dodekaneses Ι, no. 43, see also no . 42, 45-48 for a­
bove villages). 

13. Rangabes (1854) 449 
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Fίg. 1. The heαd mason Yίαnnis Chr. Kαllίs, islαnder from Kαrpαthos (ι>ίllαge Mαine­
tes), worked ίn Crete, where he settled αt Moίres of Messαrα . ln his hαnds he holds α 

ιιtsαpetα)) α sort of toothed clα>P for stone-hewing, 1981. 
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4. Accσrdiηg tσ Kσstas Biris, researcher iη the ηeσhelleηic ar­
chitectural style, the island σf Skopelos is said tσ have had the best 
builders. This judgmeηt is based ση the cσmparisση σf the wσrks by 
the builders σf Skσpelσs tσ thσse by σther Aegeaη is 'aηders whσ cση­
tributed iη the creatiση σf the ηew Greek capital, that is Atheηs duriηg 
the 19th ceηtury σf σur era. Uηfσrtuηately, there has beeη ησ research 
aηd bibliσgraphy cσηcerηiηg these masσηs is ησt extaηt. Skopelites 
builders must have built the σld tσwη σf Skiathσs after the traditiση; 
it was abandσηed iη the year 182814 • 

5. The grσup σf the Cyclades (Aηdrσs, Μykσησs, Aηaphi, Na­
xσs, Τeησs), were alsσ famσus fσr their buildiηgs wσrkshσps aηd σther 
craftsmeη. Accσrdiηg tσ a veηitiaη sσurce, iη the islaηds σf Τeησs, 

Aηdrσs aηd Μykσησs lived a great ηumber σf masσηs iη the middle 
σf the 17th ceηtury aηd abσut 1666 the V eηetians used them fσr the 
reparatiσηs ση the walls σf Caηdia iη Crete15• 

Tenos was kησwη fσr its exce\1ent marble-cutters and hereby 
we refer bσth tσ the kησwη sculptσrs and the unkησwη wσrkmeη, 
thσse simple marble-cutters whσ thaught the craft tσ σthers a.ηd whσse 
wσrk is still admired. The Teηiaη marble-cutters were skilled iη cση­
structiηg variσus marble wσrks aηd belltσwers . These had a special 
mσrphσlσgy, regardless σf the area iη which they were built. The build­
iηg wσrkshσps ση Τeησs develσpped as a cσηsequence σf ecσησmic 

aηd sσcial as well as several cultural factσrs 16 (fig. 2: Α Teηiaη marble­
cutter tσday). 

Οη Naxos island, we fiηd masσns frσm the middle σf the 18th 
ceηtury17 and well-knσwn diggers, whσ specialised iη layiηg fσuηdatiσηs 
aηd iη cσηstructiηg wells. They alsσ wσrked as quarrymeη; maηy σf 
them came frσm the village σf Mσne. The builders σf the islaηd Andros 

Manolakakis (1896) 
Koukoulis (1905-6) 448 
Zervos (1927-28), no. 131, p. 2 
Zapheiriou (1947) 86 
Philippides (1973) 32: Karpathos occupational structure in the 1890s 

14. Information of Kitsos Makris, from Volos (in Thessaloniki, 7 ApriJ 1981). 
15. Information of J. D. Psaras , University of Thessaloniki, Spring 1981 
16 . Philoppson (1901) 27 
17. Bardis (1928) 

δ 
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Fig. 2. Apprentice in marble Panayiotίs Voudouris, village of Pyrgos on the Tenos 
island, Philίppotis workshop, 1980 (Photo Archive Alekos Florakis). 

were good lime-plasterers, marble-cutters and carpenters18 • Those from 
the island Mykonos were good lime-plasterers and were skilled in build­
ing ovens; some master masons of Mykonos must have been renowned 
outside Greece. The builders of the island Anaphi νvere notable for 
the perfection of their work in fitting and joining. 

6. The builders from the Cycla.des and other islands of the Ae­
gean worked mainly in the area of the Greek capital during the 19th 
and 20th centuries and many settled permanently there19• It is still 
possible to find the neighbourhood Anaphiotika on the north slope 

18. Kamilakis {1980) 
See par. 6 and note 7,1 

19. Biris {1943) 100 
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of the Acropolis. These were builders from Anaphi who came in the · 
middle of the 19th century and settled close to the Acropolis20• The 
neighbourhood Mykoniatika of people from Mykonos in another section 
of Athens and a third one with the characteristic .n.ame Neapolis («new 
town» ), formerly Proastio ( ((Suburb» ), which, later ο η, became the cen­
ter of those builders who arrived from the Aegean islands21• 

In Athens, the overwhelming presence of builders from Tenos 
and Andros, gave reasons for some people to say that they were the 
ones who <<had built the world». 

7. It is important to add here, that such folk-beliefs are found 
in other Greek regions as well and refer to famous builders from vari­
ous regions. In the region we are examining for instance, this was also 
said of the builders who came from Karpathos. 

The builders from Tenos have not only worked in Athens but 
also in Smyrna, Peloponnesos, Messolongi, Stylis etc. Those from An­
dros have wόrked in Constantinople, Smyrna, Alexandria etc. Further­
more, the presence of builders from Mykonos in the Caucasus in Rus­
sia is documented by two inscriptions dated 1818 and 182122• 

8. The larger islands of the eastern Aegean, Chios and Lesbόs, 
had famous craftsmen as well. In Chios, we find expert quarrymen 
and from both Chios23 and Lesbos, and especially Lesbos, we find 
head-artisans whose names are known. Some of them were employed 
by the Sultan as architects in Constantinόple. It is worth mentioning 
two builders from Chios, Ioannis Kalfas and Petros Sgoutas Kalfas 
who worked in Constantinople in 179824• Their surname, <<KalfasJJ, 
means generally the builder who is next to the head artisan in skill 
and experience, but here in Chios, Lesbos, Constantinople . this one 
head artisan. Komnenos Kalfas, from the island of Mytilene (Lesbos), 

20. Biris (1971) 19 
Dontas (1976) 4 

21. See note 6,1 
22. This is the case of George Μ. Skardanas from Mykonos: Kalfoglou (1908) 

84 
23. Blastos, ΙΙ (18t.O) 117 

Kanellakis (1890) 505 
2t.. Melissinos (1913) 60 
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was also a head artisan and the chief architect of the Sultan: he was 
responsible for the rebuilding of the destroyed temple of «Anastasis» 
( Resurrection) in J erusalem, in 181025 • In 1820, Dupre, draws an island­
er head mason in characteristic attire from Mytilene and gives him 
the professional name «yapitzes» (fig. 3). There is one more famous 
artisan from Anemotia, Efstratios Karetos26 ; his fame was so great on 
Lesbos, that an entire family on Agiasos, received his surname27 • But 
long before him a succession of master builder·s in found in the years 
1727, 1767, 1815, as far as we know today28 • In Chios, there is today 
a large number of good builders (the master builder Takos or Goulas 
from the village Thymiana had built eleven bellfries, his son, mastro­
Antonis, one more29) and the «astrakaridesn {α:στρα:κά.ριδες) the masons 
who cover the vaults of buildings and do their roofs flat using the «as­
trakian (α:στρα:κιά.), a brownish-red concrete30• 

9. In addition to the islands we haνe already mentioned, buil­
ding workshops were found on other islands of the Aegean as well. 
These were of course, of lesser importance and fame. For example, 
Rhodes3\ Telos (whose builders worked mainly in Asia Minor32), Syme 
(whose sponge divers worked as builders in winter, when they were 
not out at sea33), Kythnos34, Patmos; Thera (today Santorini), had se­
veral distinguished workmen (in building vaults which are a chara­
cteristic feature of the roofs of houses35); indeed Thera (Santorini) has 
not only an old tradition dating from at least the 17th century36, but 

25. Magiasis (1938-39) 17 
26. Kontis (1973) p. 204 and note 134, p. 194 fig. 81 
27. Paraskevaidis (1936) 47 
28. Kontis (1973): 199, 199, 198 
29. Xyda (1973) 60 
30. Smith (1962) 35 
31. Chatziphotis (1975) 18; mention of an «architectn Crom Rhodes in the 

year 1783 
32. Koutelakis (1973) 175 
33. Grigoropoulos (21877) 58-59 
34. Ballindas (1882) 15 

35. De - Kigala (1850) 84-85 
36. Orlandos (1961) p. 200, no. 13: in an inscription from the Paros island of 

year 1633 «Georgilas Abazos mason)) 
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also has. m.:any renowned builders today37 • 

. The small island of Spetses, which was a significant naval center, 
had builders who worked for the most part on the nearby coasts of 
the Peloponnesos38 • 

10. These are in briefly, the main points concerning builders 
from the Aegean. We shaJl now examine the workshops which were 
active in the Aegean and which included builders from the mainland 
and other countries. On the larg.e and fertile islands, such as Lesbos, 
we find workshops which originated in iiorthern Greece. Workmen 
from Epirus, the «kalpaklides» (κιχλπιχχλ(οες), have been known since 
the middle of the 18th century, and a second group of builders from 
Epirus arrived on Lesbos immediately after the earthquake of 186339• 

On the same island, we find builders from the northern part of Ma­
cedonia, known by the peculiar name ιιsaravala» (σιχρά.βιχλιχ) 40 • The pre­
sence of Macedonian, Epirotan builders on Lesbos may be inferred 
from several morphological characteristics of local houses and chur­
ches. The houses have balconies of Macedonian style, e.g. <<eonstru­
ctions en saillie» as been exemplified in the architecture of Petra41, 

while the churches are basi!icas. with bipped gable end on their ridge 
roof. 

11. On the island Aegina, we find certain samples of vernacular 
architecture that give evidence of the. presence of V arιιarites, a group 
of builders from tbe village Agia Varvara (or Barbara) of Kalaιιryta, 
a region in the northern Peloponnesos42 • 

On the island Salamis, much is said ab6ut the ιιTsousides» (τσού­
σΎJΟες), whose origin has not yet been confirmed43 • On Thasos, one of 
the northern Aegean islands, huilders arrived seasonally from neigh-

37. As th.e families Patatas ( the father mastro-Nikolas + 197 5 and his sons 
Yiannis, Vagelis and Petros), Bousoulis, Sigalas and others 

38. Petronotis in ιtArmoloin (1980} p. 59, no. 6 
39. Information of Miltos Paraskevaidis, Athens, 28 May 1981 
40. Anagnostou(1903) 140 

~Μι.ι ι ι ι ι ι ι ι 
41 . Kontis (1973) 218 
42. Cf. Petronotis in «Armoloin (1980} p . 57, no 2 
43. Cf. Petronotis in «Armoloin (1980} p. 60, no. 10b 
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bouring countries, i.e. Bulgaria44 and possibly, Albania. 

12. From what has been said until now, we may conclude that 
there "vere many building workshops in the Aegean, characterised by 
great mobility. This feature was determined by several economic fa­
ctors and also, by the individualism of the builders themselves. As 
has already been stated, the builders practical!y always came from poor 
and barren islands. It is worth noting that the large and fertile island 
of Crete, which had close to 1400 settlements has -to our knowledge 
at least- not one single «mastorochorin, village with building work­
shops. In contrast, there are 960 settlements throughout the rest of 
Aegean. Of course, the professional builders found in the large cities 
of Crete are excluded, because they were neither creators nor carriers 
of local vernacular architecture: they build according to the Venetian 
style45 • 

13. There is a significant difference between the builders of the 
mainland and those of the Aegean. The former have always worked 
as organised groups of builders with a well defined hierarchy and used 
a secret professional language46 . These elements have not been found 
amongst the builders who come from the islands. Only the builders 
of Karpathos seem to have formed workshops and likewise, on Chios, 
the builders were organised together in corporations47 . 

14. Α more general difference between the builders of vernacu­
lar architectural monuments from the Aegean and those from the main­
land, concerns the degree to which they were carriers of morphological 
influences. Although this is a topic that requires speculation and re­
search, we shall present our views bearing in mind, that they ar.e open 
to criticism since the existing material has not yet been fully analy­
sed. It is not possible, in the first place, the overlook the fact that the 
building workshops were carriers of new cultural ideas and especially 
of new architectural styles which were connected to the ΠlObility of 
the builders. It is no coincidence that some of them gave their lives 

44. Vakalopoulos (1969) 153, cf. 149, 150 
45. Dimakopoulos (1977) 235-241, cf. 39 
46. Cf. Moutsopoulos (1976), Petronotis in «Armoloi>> (1980) 53 ff 
47. Kopsidis (1973) 
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during the Turkish occupation in such a distinguished manner and 
impressive way as to be proclaimed saints and martyrs48 • 

15. On continental Greece, the builders have not always carried 
their established recognisable architectural morphology. This view has 
been supported in relation to several cases in Macedonia; in particu­
lar, it is maintained that in addition to the general similarities amongst 
Macedonian houses, there are also certain differences amongst 
neighbouring cities, such as Siatista and Verria49 .We find similar exam­
ples in the Peloponnesos; in Mani, towers built by νvorkmen from 
Langadia and in Arcadia rural houses built by Z oupaniotes (i.e. masons 
originating from the village Zoupani, now Pentalofos, in western Ma­
cedonia). In all these cases, one observes a consistency between the 
olders and more recent morphological characteristics. 

16. The question now is what happens with the builders of the 
Aegean. With some hesitation, since the investigation has not yet 
been fully carried out, νve may propose that those builders carry a 
special architectural morphology. Examples: 

a) In building urban houses on Lesbos, Macedonian builders used 
certain features which derived from Northern Greece, such as en­
closed balconies, the «sahnisia»50 (see fig. 2). 

b) On the same island, builders from Epirus and Macedonia, intro­
duced the hipped gable and to the roofs of the churches. 

c) On Thasos, both the Bulgarian and Albanian builders put up stone 
covered roofs which have their own style νvhile the local builders 
make roofs in a different manner which has always been used in 
the area. 

d) The builders from Spetses have introduced a new vernacular archi­
tectural style into eastern Peloponnesos. As a result of the fact 
that they worked together with builders from Tsakonia, in Arca­
dia of the Eastern Peloponnesos, they created an architectural 

48. As it is said for the new saint Demetrios of Tripolis (Tripolitsa) in Pelopon-

nesos, J/11 .. ι"': .~ . ι ~~~ ι. ιι υ. ~ ~~~ ~~ ~~Η~ ~ 
Georgios of Chios). 

49. Moutsopoulos {1976) 358 
50. Kontis {1973) 218 

----------
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style which combines elements from the morphology of both the 
Greek islands and the continental regions of the country. 

e) The same, perhaps, may be said for the morphological influences 
brought to the southeastern Peloponnesos by builders from Kar­
pathos. 

f) Α representative example of the work of the Aegean builders, 
are the bell to,νers of Thenos. These are always built according to 
a specific pattern, regardless of the location where they are being 
erected. Indeed, we find identical bell towers on the island of Te­
nos, Smyrne, Stylίs, Tripolis, Hydra. On the Iatter we also find 
architectural rnonuments built before the revolution of 1821, one 
of them in 1806, others still older than that, such as Castellan's 
drawings, in 179751 • 

g) The most notable of the relevant cases seems to be the persistence 
of neoclassica\ morphology in small islands, and not only on those 
which had · urban centres, such as Syme in the Dodecanese, b ut 
also, on those which were mainly rural, \ike Olympos, a village of 
the island of Karpathos. 

It may therefore be said that to a certain extent, the architectu­
ral forms in the Aegean, are readily transferred and accepted. 

17. Finally, we should \ίke to mention the time when the build­
ing workshops first appeared in the Aegean, with the characteristics 
we have Iisted. The material we have collected is not adequate enough 
to let us ascertain the characteristics of this period. We only know 
that marble cutters had been working on Tenos since the 16th centu­
ry and that masons appeared on Chios in the 17th century. Builders 
from Karpathos and other islands of the Dodecanese, worked at My­
lassa in Asia Minor, in the beginning of the 17th century52. 

We hope that a satisfactory answer to these questions will be 
soon formulated following further future research in depth. 

51 . Castellan {11808) vol. Ι, p. 90, pl. Η 
52. Koukoulis {1905-6), p. 448. 
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ΜΑΣΤΟΡΟΙ ΠΑΡΑΔΟΣΙΑΚΗΣ ΑΡΧΙτΕΚΤΟΝΙΚΗΣ 

ΣΤΟ ΑΙΓΑΙΟ 

ΑΡΓΤΡΗΣ ΠΕΤΡΟΝΩΤΗΣ χαι ΠΑΝΑΓΙΩΤΗΣ ΚΑΜΗΛΑΚΗΣ 

Αρχιτέκτων Λcιογρά:φος 

ΠΕΡΙΛΗΨΗ 

Α'. Θέμιχ μιχς aεν είνιχL μ6νο OL a-ημLουργοί ης λιχ~κ~ς ιχρχLτεκτονLκ~ς 

που κιχτά.γοντιχν ιχπ6 τιχ ν-ησLά. του ΑLγιχίου, ιχλ)ά. κιχL εκείνοL OL μιχστ6ροL 

που εργά.σηκιχν εaώ, ενώ προέρχοντιχν ιχπ6 περLοχές έξω ιχπ6 ιχυτ6. OL πρώ­

τοL ~τιχν OL ΠLΟ πολυιf.ρLθμοL, OL aεύτεροL λLγ6τεροt, κυp(ως μιχστ6ροL ιχπ6 τ-ην 

Ηπεφωηκ~ Ελλ&.aιχ κιχL κά.ποτε πLο έξω (συν~θως βορεL6τεριχ) ιχπ' ιχυτ~ν. 

Β'. Προέλευσ-η 

OL μιχστ6ροL που χτίζουν aεν ~τιχν μεμονωμένες επιχγγελμιχηκές πε­

ρLπτώσεLς. ΣυμβιχίνεL ορLσμένοL τ6ποL νιχ έβγιχλιχν ομιχaLκά. μαστ6ρους. Έ­

τσL στο ΑLγιχίο Ύ) ν~σος Κά.ρπιχθος είχε τους πολυπλ-ηθέστερους καL ΠLΟ aρα­

στηρωυς. Απ6 τ-η ν~σο Σκ6πελο ίσως προέρχονταν oL πLο καλοί χηστ&.aες. 

Η ομ&.aα των Κυκλ&.aων, 6που κυρίως ακούγονταL τα ν-ησLά. 'Ανaρος, Μύ­

κονος, Ανά.ψ-η, Νά.ξοι;, Τ~νος έβγα)ιχν ομαaLκά. μαστ6ρους. Το τελευτα(ο 

ν-ησ( έβγαλε καL βγά.ζεL τους σπουaαL6τερους μαρμαρ&.aες σ' 6λ-η ην Ελλά.aα. 

Ανά.μεσά. τους oL ΠLΟ ξακουστοί γλύπτες κιχL ά.λλοL Mcr.<ιxλoL ης μαρμιχpL­

κ~ς τέχν-ης. Το μLκρ6 σε έκτιχσ-η αλλά. γνωστ6 γLα τους καλούς νιχυηκούς 

ν-ησί Σπέτσες, έβγσλε μα.στ6ρους με aα6 τους τρ6πο χτLσίμα.τος σπLτLών. 

Το μεγά.λο ν-ησί Χίος είνα.L γνωστ6 για σπουaα.ίους τεχνίτες καL Ύ) Λέσβος 

γLα. τους «κα.λψ&.aες», τους πρωτομαστ6ρους σεφάς ξυλ6στεγων τρίκλLτων 

βα.σLλLκών με πεL6σχ-ημό χα.γLά.η. 

Αλλά. καL ξακουστοί μαστ6ροL α.π6 τ-ην ΗπεφωτLΚ~ Ελλ&.aα aούλεψα.ν 

στα ν-ησLά.. Ση Λέσβο (κα.L ση Χίο) έρχονταν Μα.κεΜνες, Ηπεφώτες καL 

Αρβανίτες μαστ6ροL (λεγ6μενοL εaώ «σα.ρά.βα.λα.», LaLαίτερα ίσως OL Η πεL­

ρώτες «κα.λπα.κλ~aες»). Στ-ην ΑίγLνα. παρουσLά.ζετα.L α.ρχLτεκτονLκ~, που 

είνα.L χα.ρα.κηρLσηκ~ του ΠLο πα.λLού κα.L ξακουστού τοπLκού οLκοaομLκού 

εργαστηρίου ης Πελοπονν~σου, a-ηλ. των ΒαρβαρLτών μα.στ6ρων. Στ-η Σα­

λαμίνα. α.κούγετα.L γLα. τους μυσηpLώaεLς «Τσα.ούσ-ηaες» μα.στ6ρους, εaώ 
' ' ' Μ' ' . ' ' Β' Ελλ' στο V'IJσL α.γνωστ-ης κα.τα.γωγ"ης. "ηΠως "ητιχν ΚL ιχυτοL απο τ'η .. ορε_L_α. ιχ-
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ooc ή τ-η νόηοc Αλβοcνίοc; Στ-η Θά.σο φοcίνετοcL νοc εργά.ζοντοcν Αρβοcνίτες μοcστό­

ροt, Βούλγοcροt μοcστόροt, κocL ντόπtοL. Κά.θε ομά.οοc οcπ' οcuτούς στέγοcζε με 

οtοcφορεηκό τρόπο τοc σπίηοc. 

'Ενοc βέβοcLο χοcροcκτηρtσηκό των μοcστορtκών σuνεργείων είνοcL -η με­

γά.λ-η τοu' ΚLν-ηηκότ-ητοc. Έχηζοcν οποuοήποτε εύρtσκοcν οοuλεtά.. 'ΕτσL OL 

Μοcκεοόνες μοcστόροt, όχt μόνο έρχοντοcν στο Αtγοcίο οcλλά. έφεuγοcν πέροc οcπ' 

οcuτό κocL έφτοcνοcν κocL στην Περσίοc. Εκεί, στ-ην Εγγύς Ανοcτολή, τοcξίοεuοcν 

κocL oL Κοcρποcθ[τες μοcστόροL ποu -η ποcροuσίοc τοuς σ-ημεtώνετοcL στ-η Μοcοοc­

γοcσκάρ-η οcκόμοc. Μuκονtά.τες, Ανορtώτες, Τ-ηνtοcκο[ χτίσοcνε τ-ην οcνοtκοοο­

μούμεν-η Αθήνοc τον 19ο octώνoc. ΈτσL έμεtνε ο ποcροtμtοcκός λόγος όη «Α­

ντρtώτες, Μuκονtάτες, Τ-ηνtοcκοί χτlσοcνε τον κόσμο». 

Tt είοοuς μέρ-η ήτοcν οcπ' όποu προέρχοντοcν oL μοcστόροL; Σχεδόν πά­

ντοτε οcπό φτωχά κocL άγονοc ν-ησtά κocL χωρtά. ΕίνοcL χοcριχκτηρtσηκό ότL στ-ην 

πλούσLΙΧ μεγιχλόν-ησο Κρήτ-η με τοuς 1402 οLκtσμούς τ-ης δεν uπάρχεt, ιχπ' 

όσο τοuλάχtστο ξέροuμε, ούτε ένιχ μιχστοροχώρt (εκτός 30 οLκtσμών ποu 

οtιχθέτοuν μιχστόροuς), ένιχνη των 960 ν-ησtώηκων λοtπών οLκtσμών όλοu 

τοu άλλοu Αtγιχίοu. Η Τήνος πρέπεL νοc μελετ-ηθεί ΚΙΧL σιχν ένιχ LΟLιχίτερο πο­

λtησηκό φιχtνόμενο. 'Ισωι:; ΚΙΧL ΎJ Χίος. 

Ανάμεσοc στοuς μιχστόροuς της Ηπεφωηκής Ελλάοιχς ΚΙΧL στοuς ντό­

πtοuς μοcστόροuς τοu Atγocίou uπάρχεL μ[ιχ σ-ημιχνηκή οtοcφcρά. Ot πρώτοL 

σuγκροτούν τοuλάχtστον οcπό το 18ο ΙΧLώνοc οργιχνωμένες σuντεχν[ες (τιχ 

«σuνά.ψLΙΧ») ΚOCL μtλάνε μuσηκές επιχγγελμιχηκές γλώσσες. Ενώ OL οεύτεροL 

δε χιχριχκτ'ηρlζοντιχL ούτε γtoc το ένιχ ούτε γtoc το άλλο. 
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